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THE PASSING THE NORMAL 


JULIAN W. ABERNETHY, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


recent change the city normal school Chicago, 
which the course study lengthened three years and 
the requirement for admission made equal the ordinary college 
requirement, significant event the history school 
education. both representative and prophetic. illustrates 
tendency that now happily increasing force and extent; 
and prelusive revolutionized educational system, arising 
out the newly awakened consciousness broader and higher 
possibilities education, and higher standards quality and 
efficiency teaching. 

The old-fashioned normal school the road oblivion, 
and every earnest educator wishes for speedy end the journey. 
has served its day and generation what virtue ever possessed 
has been given out; its decrepitude now serves lesson 
and warning; and soon will find its place among the other 
more less venerated ruins that line the path educational 
progress, like the mouldering monuments the Via Sacra 
Rome. Here and there may have fastened itself upon the 
school system” its crustacean grasp maintain for some 
time the appearance power. general, however, like the 


power discredited political party that holds over the next 


election means the offices its possession, the power the 
old normal school provisional and doomed extinction before 
the on-rush new educational ideas. 
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Once there was place for the normal school, and undoubtedly 
long-felt want.” But that was when teachers received 
systematic training for the profession, when, indeed, teaching 
was hardly recognized profession all; when any detachable 
member society, for the time being without occupation, was 
permitted assume the obligations teacher young women 
ambitious for pin-money, distressed widaws seeking escape from 
penury, and men, young and old, who having failed every other 
enterprise fell back upon teaching last resort. The profession, 
possessing little dignity and less authority, commanded accordingly 
little respect and exerted little power. was time, too, when 
the colleges were distant and isolated individualities, moving 
orbits the orbits the heavenly spheres. 
While the public school was developing with democratic dif- 
fusiveness, the college maintained conservative aristocratic 
exclusiveness. Graduates the colleges, they taught all 
the “common schools,” regarded such teaching merely inter- 
mediary destiny, convenient means paying off college debts, 
providing funds for professional studies. 
mutual sympathetic relationship existed between the school and 
the college; the two spheres were hardly tangential 
each other. Hence the body school teachers grew 
narrow, utilitarian and time-serving, striving for conceiving 
higher ideals than those appertaining that depressing product 
democracy, the average man.” 

But new day has dawned. New blood feeding the atrofy- 
ing nerves the teaching body. fatuous faith “normal 
training” giving way broader, more rational —and more 
scrupulous the proper preparation for teaching. 
The belief patent methods yielding belief knowledge, 
culture and aptitude the only reliable means obtaining good 
teaching. The most important feature the change, however, 
the awaking the colleges sense their duties 
tions toward the public schools. the last few years pedagogy 
has become part the college college and uni- 
versity, departments have been established for the special purpose 


giving well equipped young men and women the profession 
teaching. The Teachers College Columbia University 
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once suggests itself splendid example what can and ought 
done for professional teaching connection with all our 
great universities. Cornell, there professorship the 
“Science and Art Education.” the University Roches- 
ter, there Teachers’ Training Department, approved the 
State Superintendent Public Instruction,” and graduates from 
this department “are entitled receive the College Graduate’s 
Professional Certificate without examination.” Middlebury 
College, course provided for the senior class, “intended 
represent full year’s work pedagogy and methods teach- 
the Woman’s College Brown University, courses 
preparatory teaching are maintained under conditions that are 
“By special arrangements with the 
School Committee the city Providence,” says the catalogue, 
are appointed places Providence high 
schools. Appointments are made from members the senior 
class who have pursued undergraduate courses Education.” 
Here have illustration the fruitful relationship tha€ might 
exist any town city that the seat collegiate institu- 
tion. 

These excerpts, taken random from college catalogues, illus- 
trate the wide introduction into the collegiate sys- 
tem, and indicate some the various methods bringing about 
close correlation the forces school and college. The time 
near when the college assume and exercise its appropriate 
functions leadership. The college the cap-stone 
the great arch the educational system, but hitherto the huge- 
spanned structure has been sustained from below and not from 
above. the college needs the school, much the school 
needs the college, and illustrative the slow issues the 
processes evolution that not until now has the advantage, the 
necessity, this solidarity educational effort been recognized. 

For some time yet the normal idea will continue exercise 
authority. Normal and “Training” schools 
widely planted, and, sustained abundant growth 
educational influence, cannot readily uprooted. They derive 
peculiar strength from the power patronage and from the priv- 


ilege disbursing public money. Attached them are good 


~ 7 
i 
| 
. 4 
| 
A 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


328 EDUCATION. 


salaried positions, not only filled, but held. They 
enjoy the dignity high-sounding title which 
effective with the rural mind; they are “state and 
the farmer’s daughter vast areas our country the highest 
dream intellectual achievement has long been “attend the 
State Normal School.” Moreover, expeditious and trust- 
worthy method teacher-manufacture the normal school has 
appealed successfully the practical” American 
the principle democratic individualism ministered its 
most impressionable point, that material thrift. The students 
these schools are, way, wards the state, and the diploma 
kind draft upon the public treasury for living income 
indefinitely continued. The impecunious and incompetent alike 
seek this valuable instrument; they and are absorbed 
into the vast system state city, and thereafter hold their posi- 
tions tenure that cannot vacated without disturbance 
threatening throw out gear the whole machine. 

But the awakened intelligence now enlisted the propagation 
more rational educational doctrine has challenged the 
étre the old type normal school, and must now justify its 
tory that makes cheap cloth, however successfully for time 
may impose upon the public with its fine faced fabrics, 
mately improve its product, give business. The antiquated 
theory the normal school longer tenable and must sup- 
planted theory and practice, more accord with the liberal 
and progressive spirit the present time. 

interesting matter history recall the almost sen- 
sational vogue the term “normal” some twenty thirty years 
ago. was shibboleth among school boards 
ents and fetish among teachers. “normal graduate” verily 
thought himself possessed wonder-working “method” that 
would act with the mysterious precision calculating machine. 
Model lessons were devised, written out, printed, committed 


memory, and publicly exhibited graduation occasions, with liv- 
ing children hand puppets help out the exhibition. 
was pathetic delusion, painful look even through the 
memory. But somehow, the magical processes invented 
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these institutions, was believed that the crude inexperience 
girls seventeen could transmuted into normal method, and 
normal method into efficient teaching. Knowledge, taste, inherent 
aptitude, qualities admittedly desirable, but not essential, were all 
equated this marvelous the schools were 
filled with machine teaching, the vicious inheritance which 
still with us, like the corruption ancestral blood. for 
example, teacher, who writing only yesterday literary 
text-book praises the lists questions furnished the accommo- 
dating editor, and adds: This what want, things’ that 

This the 


? 


make the student, not the teacher, the thinking.’ 
worm the system, teacher emancipated from the irksome neces- 
sity thinking, who needs only touch the button, while the 
does the rest. 

From the eager experimentation the last twenty years, and 
from the coruscating uncertainties what Professor Hanus styles 
chaotic education,” have learned some things and reached 
some conclusions with the finality real conviction. have 
learned, for example, that one can good teacher without 
native aptitude for teaching. The teacher truly born and 
not made the poet. With aptitude also there must in- 
clination, love the work all its phases, devotion its ideals 
like the devotion the artist ideals embodied beauty. The 
true teacher does not select his profession with carelessness 
indifference any more than does the true physician the true 
preacher. have learned, too, that the more knowledge 
teacher possesses the better will his teaching, whether Latin 
and Greek, the studies the first primary. His mind must 
perennial fountain learning from which can draw inspir- 
ing draughts suited the constant and infinitely varying needs 
his pupils. bring about that the courses 
study the need which President Eliot has strenuously in- 
sisted upon, necessary first enrich the minds the teach- 
ers. The natural sources this enrichment are the colleges. 
From these high-seated reservoirs knowledge should flow 
innumerable streams influence that will abundantly irrigate all 
the lower levels education. Finally, have learned that the 
sum and substance good teaching personality. methodi- 
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cal device, however excellent theory execution, can for 
moment equal, positive negative results, the this 
intangible and incalculable personal element. The best teaching 
works through love, enthusiasm, sympathy and devotion; ap- 
proaches the intellectual through the human; utilizes the 
natural environment youth, instead forcing upon the arti- 
ficial environment creates atmosphere about every 
pupil favorable for stimulating into life and growth every germ 
culture. The essential thing teacher, after all, character, 
and character possession rather than acquisition. spite 
our scientific enthusiasm for mere knowledge, coming 
recognized that the chief end the educational process 
ter-making, and application the normal method system will 
equip teacher this end. 

That teaching has hitherto been without professional schools 
high order fact that bears its sting humiliation every 
teacher who accepts his vocation profession. normal 
with the rank and quality high school any proper 
gateway the profession, through which the crowd admitted 
with free tickets. Teaching has its history, its body fundamen- 
tal principles, its precepts and methods practice and procedure, 
that are fit subjects for professional study, quite much the 
fundamentals law and medicine, but for the mastery these 
subjects less discipline knowledge required than for, the 
preliminary work the other professions. young person 
has received this equal and adequate discipline, then his calling 
and election teaching are unmistakable, may enter upon pro- 
fessional preparation, with confident expectation career 
success and nobility substantial and praiseworthy that any 
other form public activity. fuller consummation the 
present tendency carry the work the normal school the 
college, and, the other hand, bring the influence the col- 
lege into the school, may hope for the removal the reproach 
long resting upon teaching, profession fundamental all 
other professions, yet all professions the least respected. 
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THE RELATION GEOGRAPHY THE OTHER 
SUBJECTS ELEMENTARY COURSE 
STUDY. 

SUPT. T. H. ARMSTRONG, MEDINA, N. Y,. 

UST what constitutes geography has never been clearly 
The text-book the science which describes the 
earth. has four subdivisions: political, physical, mathematical 
and commercial each defined respectively the branch geog- 
raphy which treats the earth relation man; relation 
nature; relation the other planets and relation the 

commercial transactions men. 

While for convenience these four subdivisions been made, 
reflection becomes evident that they are entirely inseparable. 
speak night and day; but our wisest philosophers have 
never been able make clear the line demarkation. Would 
teaching something the phenomena connected How 
could you teach him the tropics without reference the earth’s 
revolution around the sun and the inclination its 
likewise senseless attempt teach the child 
our great lakes, rivers and oceans, without teaching him some- 
thing their use commercial agencies. 

Intimately associated and interwoven with geographical study 
man. Man the real center the study political and com- 


mercial geography. the clearer forests, the drainer 


marshes, the builder cities, canals, railroads. the living, 
active principal who fills the uninteresting earth with life and 
interest. The child cares but little for the earth, its formation 
subdivisions only man has given life and interest. 
plant and animal life are subordinated man’s use. plants 
and animals, because their dependence soil and climate, 
make these particular phases study interest. 

thus easily comprehended that geography embraces not 
only the subdivisions enumerated above, but much the material 
classified under the head geography is, reality, history, 


zoology, botany, geology and astronomy. But know much 
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these subjects their relation man must necessitate the liking 
another and very important branch, namely, 
acquiring knowledge these branches child must broaden his 
mental grasp and enlarge his fund ideas: but language 
but the expression ideas, language may added the list 
subjects closely allied geography. 

Very likely the arguments presented above will conceded 
many teachers, but that the teaching these subjects should 
correlated coincident will denied many for the following 
reasons: First. (Geography already taught, covers period 
eight years. drag all this added material would materially 
lengthen the course. Second. There beginning, middle, 
and end each these branches study which not coinci- 
dent with geography. 

That geography generally taught requires eight years, grant. 
much time necessary, not ready concede. The 
proper food for babe milk. feed him beefsteak, pork 
beans, his stomach rejects them. Why? Because nature did not 
make baby’s stomach for such food. Feed him 
later and enjoys not only does enjoy it, but thrives 
it. Possibly using certain artificial drugs might 
feeding solid food very young children, but 
for moment that they would healthy under such treatment. 

There are two plans for teaching geography common 
the text-book plan which begins the study with certain formal 
definitions, and the later but more generally accepted plan 
beginning with immediate locality the child and proceeding 
gradual steps the village city, township, county, state, coun- 
try, ete. these two, far the most rational the latter, but 
both are bad. Such mental diet worse effect the mind 
than pork and beans the digestive apparatus. veritable 
hard-tack. What does care about the earth its position 
space? should have interest boundary lines, cities and 
villages remote from his environment? Learn them, course 
will, because the good Lord has given him memory; but such 
have interest for him. Proceed, then, requiring him, later, 
locate each day ten fifteen unheard places with strange 
foreign names, made from four ten syllables, and let his 
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geography lesson consist largely this from day day. 
any wonder that eight even ten years, often true, con- 
sumed this sort mental “cram?” any wonder that 
mental nausea and intellectual dyspepsia too often the result 
this forced and unnatural school-room diet? The reason, then, 
that eight years consumed the study geography because 
taught such manner stifle interest rather than 
stimulate it. 

intimated before, the child first, last, and all the time 
interested man: what does, how lives, what wears, 
what eats, etc. is, course, conceded that the child al- 
ways interested his environment. gathered certain 
geographical conceptions from his surroundings means field 
excursions and familiar talks with his teacher such describes 
the atmosphere, moisture, heat and their influence life, also cer- 
tain definite conceptions land and water formations, and having 
had his curiosity aroused coming contact with people from 
foreign lands; now prepared listen with interest and 
enthusiasm anything may told anything which may 
read him about curious primitive people other lands. 
first has interest definite statements time place. 
upon time,” “In country far away” 
for the child; but gradually comes desire know 
where these places are. The map may now utilized give 
the stories myth and legend “local habitation and name.” 
From the fairy story, the myth, and the legend now begins 
desire true stories, mostly heroes. “Is true?” the ques- 
tion always first follow story. These stories wishes 
give definite location that they may the more real. Each 
these periods the child’s life, shall designate respectively 
the Mythical” and Heroical.” The first extending through 
the first three years child’s school life, the second through the 
next three years, and the third, the thinking reasoning period, 
has its beginning the seventh and eighth years, and continues 
through the high school. 

During this first period the child gains knowledge mostly 
curious and primitive people the globe, and general knowl- 
edge the relative position the continents, oceans, and some 
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the leading countries. also acquires taste for and inter- 
est the best literature and history for mythology but 
primitive history and literature combined. 

During the second period becomes acquainted with the great 
characters who have made history and literature and who have 
developed the arts and sciences. thus strengthens his desire 
for history and acquires fair knowledge the geography all 


continents. knows considerable great authors and their 


homes. wisely taught, has either read heard read some 
the productions these authors suited his age. has 
seen copies the great masterpieces and has some knowledge 
the great masters. has become acquainted with the animal 
and vegetable life sea and land connection with his studies 
concerning what men do. knows much the influence 
climate and soil productions and the westward advance 
ilization. able state the cause for the location great 
cities and has especially become interested the development 
the western continent. 

course, during both these periods, the child has been led 
express himself freely both oral and written language. 
the latter has been taught capitalization, the easier forms 
punctuation, correct spelling, paragraphing and neatness. 
former has been taught stand his feet and express himself 
clearly the presence his fellows. 

Fortified now with broad and general knowledge the world 
and its people, all their relations, and able express his 
thoughts clearly, not always grammatically, the child enters the 
third period his elementary school course well prepared think 
clearly, reason logically, from cause effect, and express clearly 
his certainly well prepared now study geog- 
raphy and grammar sciences and take the definite study 
some masterpiece literature. After study, should 
prepared finish geography and take connection with 
his study grammar and literature intensive study Ameri- 
can history. 

After eight years, the child well prepared enter the high 
school, well qualified his work thoroughly history, 
literature, language and the sciences. 
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thus seems that literature, history, nature-study and geogra- 
phy may correlated. the literature and history may proceed 
with geography and each conform the best accepted 
principles pedagogy beginning with that which 
and childlike, and allowing each grow conformably with the 
mental development the child. 

not any means attempt say that all the knowledge 
attainable from one branch study can correlated with that 
another. have attempted show, simply that correlation 
does exist and can utilized acquiring much the knowledge 
attainable from most the branches study used the primary 
and grammar school. And that advance knowledge any 
subject attained, each subject study may more isolated and 
studied separate science, also that time saved; the intel- 
lectual horizon broadened interest stimulated; reason strength- 
ened; and, course, character broadened and developed. 

bringing all knowledge the mind with its relation other 
branches knowledge made evident, are doing what eventually 
must take place the mental process assimilation, before any 
knowledge can 

this paper have attempted show that geography 
really much broader than the text-book definition would imply, 
that neither the much used plans procedure rational with 
the mental growth the child, that interest man leads inter- 
est geography, and that this interest should precede formal 
study geography, that this interest may aroused follow- 
ing the scheme study having its inception based the interest 
aroused knowledge mythical and heroic characters: that 
when child ready for study real characters has 
interest for the study geography because desires give 
characters whom has interest, definite habitation that hav- 
ing the acquired interest easy step lead him further 
geographical research ultimating breadth knowledge and 
mastery facts from which able make some deductions 
and draw reasonable conclusions. this method becomes 
reasonably well informed history, literature and nature-study 
and now well prepared think independently and reason log- 


ically. The ultimate result this develop well-rounded, 
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sturdy character, thoroughly prepared for the high school, 
necessity compels forth into life, fairly prepared for the duties 
citizenship, with desire created for the best literature and 
history and ability earn honorable livelihood. ‘To some, this 
may seem idle dream; but the scheme has been thoroughly 
tested practice and has proven worthy all claims here made 
for it. The plan not irrational difficult, and certainly merits 
fair trial all teachers interested bringing about the highest 
mental development those intrusted their care. 


CLOCK. 
ELIZABETH PORTER GOULD, BOSTON, MASS. 


Tick on, little clock, 

think the day 
When Time gave unquestioned 
wish and way. 

But now pausing, 

onward go, 
ask for his secret, 

His mission know 
Can’st tell me, keeper 

each moment’s stay, 
What it—this secret— 

That holds the heart’s sway 


listen vain, 
only can hear 
The little clock ticking 
Its own word cheer: 
faithful and steady 
love with the best; 
That’s all that Time tells me— 
must wait for the rest.” 
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CENTERS HISTORIC INTEREST NEAR BOSTON. 
PILGRIM PLYMOUTH. 
SUPERINTENDENT F. J. HEAVENS, PLYMOUTH, MASS. 

HERE probably state the Union that does not count 
among its people, some descendants the Pilgrims, and 
national organizations visit New England that not count among 
their excursions points interest, visit Plymouth Rock. 
The National Educational Association will exception the 


From Historic Pilgrimages New England.” 


Copyright, 1898, by Sirver, Burpetr & Company. 


CLARK’S ISLAND. 


rule, when meets Boston, next July, and there could 
more fitting visitors this interesting shrine. Pilgrims from all 
parts the country will turn their faces toward the home the 
Pilgrims 1620 with reverence, many another traveller has 
done the last two hundred years. 

What reminders may found there which shall bring them 

There are not many old houses shown; this respect, 
Plymouth less fortunate than her sister town Salem. There 
are not even gravestones very ancient date; Salem again has 
the advantage this respect: but there are some things which 
Plymouth holds, which are found other town. 


NOTE.—We are indebted Messrs. Silver, Burdett Co., and the Press, Ply- 
mouth, Mass., for the cuts which illustrate this article. Other Salem, Concord 
and Lexington, Cambridge and Boston will follow successive numbers Education. 
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Let imagine ourselves visitors Plymouth pleasant 
summer day. the train approaches the town, which 
minal station, see our left “the bay where the Mayflower 
lay,” enclosed two strips land, Duxbury Beach and Ply- 
mouth Beach. The station, which not far from the shore, 
nothing boast of, but shall not tarry there. are good 
walkers, shall see Plymouth best foot. 


From Historic Pilgrimages New England.” 


CANOPY OVER PLYMOUTH ROCK, 


Plymouth Rock should our first object and here let 
one disappointed because there land all around more 
than hundred years after the arrival the Pilgrims, the Rock 
remained nature placed it, unnoted and neglected. Then, 
time when traditions were less precious than today, wharf was 
built from the point the shore where the rock rested, out into 
the bay, leaving the rock apparently stranded 
standing the doubt that sometimes expressed regard its 


identity, the evidence its support strong enough render 


reasonably certain that indeed the rock 
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rested the feet the Pilgrims who came these shores seeking 
place” where civil and religious liberty might enjoyed free 
from persecution. Today the rock rests under heavy granite cano- 
py, and protected iron gates. These are open during the day, 
that Modern Pilgrims may stand well gaze upon the sacred 
spot. 

Just above the Rock, and reached long flight stone 


steps, Cole’s Hill. This spot sacred the last resting-place 


PILGRIM HALL, 


many the little band who came the Mayflower and who 
died during that first dreadful winter. stones marked their 
graves; and tradition that early the next spring the graves 
were all leveled, and grain was planted over the place, 
Indians should discover how small number the band was left, 
and attempt exterminate those remaining. tablet now marks 
the spot where the remains one those who perished the first 
winter were found. The remains others rest chamber 
the Canopy over the Rock. 

From Cole’s Hill and the Rock, now 
street. Here the first common house 


During the first few weeks after their arrival, the Pilgrims con- 
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structed this house hewn logs, and with thatched roof, mak- 
ing about foote square.” was probably used the Colo- 
nists common place meeting until their home lots were laid 
out and their houses, one for each family, were built this same 
street. site the first common house marked. 

Passing Leyden street, where the meersteads and garden 
plotes those who came first were layed out,’ cross Main 


LEYDEN STREET, 


street, the corner which was Governor Bradford’s 
and farther up, Town Square, and the left, probably the 
spot where 1638 the Pilgrims built their first meeting-house. 
Continuing our walk the Square, reach 
entrance Burial Hill, which rises the centre the town, 


and whose steep and grassy slopes are thickly studded with mossy 
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gravestones and monuments. the early inhabitants were 
buried, including some the Pilgrims, although ancient monu- 
ment here marks Pilgrim was upon this hill that, 
January, 1621, the Pilgrims built their fort, which during the 
next year was replaced larger one, made strong and 
comly, which was good was made,” says Brad- 


ford, with flate rofe and battlements, which the ordnance 


WATCH TOWER, 


was mounted, and where they kept constant watch. served 
them also for meeting-house, and was fitted accordingly for that 
use.” Here the Pilgrims worshipped well watched until, 
eighteen years later, they built their first meeting-house the 
foot the hill. 

Here, too, the site the watch house, constructed 1643. 
From this station they could see distance either direction 
any enemy that might approach, and guard themselves against 
surprise from any quarter. This building was brick, and its 


foundations are said remain this day. 


| 


342 EDUCATION. [February, 


shall want stay here long time, examining the old 
stones and quaint epitaphs. 

From the top Burial Hill there glorious view sea 
and land. Directly below winds north and south the principal 
street the town; beyond, see Cole’s Hill, the Rock, the har- 
bor, the beach, and farther out, Clark’s Island, where those who 
came the shallop spy out the land, rested over the first Sab- 


VIEW FROM BURIAL HILL, 


bath before reaching the mainland; and still farther out, can 
trace the hazy line Cape Cod, bounding the bay across which 
the Mayflower came. 

few minutes’ walk from Burial Hill brings the 
County Court House. This part ancient Plymouth, but 
interest the visitor because contains its Registry 
Deeds, some the earliest records the Colony the hand- 
writing the Pilgrims. Here may see the original plotting 


Leyden street, with the names those whom the meer- 
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were assigned; the earliest rules for the government 
the Colony; the order, Governor Bradford’s handwriting, estab- 
lishing the right trial jury; the division into lots among 
the Colonists the cattle belonging the whole company 
1627; and the signatures Bradford, Standish, and other lead- 
ers the Colony. The writing most these documents 
nearly legible when written. 

Our next visit may the National Monument the Fore- 
fathers. walk few minutes brings there. find 
rising from the summit hill, great granite pile, surmounted 
massive figure Faith, one foot resting Plymouth Rock, 
one hand holding Bible, and the other uplifted, the index finger 
pointing upward.” has taken nearly thirty years complete 
this said the largest piece granite 
statuary the world. shall interested spend few 
minutes here examining the figures seated upon the buttresses 
the monument, and seeing the leading scenes the Pilgrim 
history represented. 

here beside the gigantic figure have 
glorious view across the harbor, and can see rising the distance 
Captain’s Hill, capped the towering monument built memory 
Captain Standish. 

the time have completed these rounds, shall ready 
visit Pilgrim Hall, and see the treasures deposited 
sides Pilgrim antiquities great variety and rare value, 
shall find numerous Indian implements and weapons, relics 
Revolutionary days and the later Civil War period, 
manuscripts and documents, and extensive collections paintings, 
engravings and prints. can spend hour two this rare 
historical museum, and feel well paid for our time. shall the 
better appreciate the simple, courageous lives the Pilgrims and 
the sacrifices they cheerfully made coming here; and shall 
the more correctly estimate the value the struggle they made 
and the victory they won found upon these shores 

state without king.” 


this time shall have seen much Plymouth 
can well see during our brief visit. But time permits, will 
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give refreshment after the hours sight seeing, take 


electric car ride three four miles the north, through the 
which the Pilgrims explored and had great liking 


From Historic Pilgrimages New England. 


FOREFATHERS’ MONUMENT. 


plant instead Plymouth, but decided against because 
was “so encompassed with woods,” furnishing safe lurking places 
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for the may ride south, over very 
into which many delicate still run, and across 
which Massasoit with his braves came visit the Pilgrims: and 


AA 


MILES STANDISH MONUMENT. 


past Watson’s Hill, where the Indians had their summer camps, 
and along the shore the bay across which the Mayflower 


came. 
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prefer the woods, carriage ride mile two will 
bring Morton Park, which, bordering the historic Billington 
Sea,” most attractive all lovers native woodland scenery. 

choose the water, may boat Clark’s Island, 
where the storm-tossed and despairing band Pilgrims length 
found themselves the gathering darkness memorable win- 
day, and where they rested that night. “In the morning,” 
writes Bradford, they found the place small island secure 
from the Indians. And this being the last day the week, they 
here the next day kept their Christian whatever 
direction are historic ground hallowed the patient 
toil and enduring faith generation who builded 
than they knew. 


From Historic Pilgrimages New England.’ 


GOV. CARVER’S CHAIR. 
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THE ADVANTAGES WHICH ACCRUE FROM CLAS- 
EDUCATION. 
CAROLINE GASTON, PHILADELPHIA, PA, 
SECOND PAPER. 


MODERN LANGUAGES VERSUS THE CLASSICS. 


opponents the classics, believe, favor the study 
modern languages. Yet French, Spanish, Portugese, Ital- 
ian and modern Greek are but play the classical scholar, 
not only because their from the classic 
tongues, but because the power accrued the thorough study 
perfect language, like the Greek Latin, that enables every 
modern language readily mastered. 

French and German, being not highly inflexional charac- 
ter, with syntax not complicated, with less freedom words, 
and being too closely allied our own, cannot their very nature 
give adequate discipline. Their horizon, too, narrow com- 
parison with the great breadth view which the rich literature 
the Greek and Latin languages bestow. they purify the 
taste, cultivate the imagination, and develop love for good lit- 
erature like the classics? sensibilities thoroughly 
awakened and trained, and there such genuine admiration for 
the excellence epic? No! Appreciation plant slow 
growth. The hotel porter may talk French and yet hold not the 
slightest claim culture. The school girl may read 
ently, and yet utterly lack proper appreciation the exquisite 
lines Faust. 

Professor Cohn, Columbia College, before the Association 
Colleges, said, The basis liberal education must found 
the classical languages the sole ground upon which are 
sure that can make the students feel the brotherhood learn- 
ing all over the Said Professor Wheeler, Cornell, 
not think French German can take the place the class- 
ics, simply because they Reid, ashington 
College, Md., said, French language, studied one hundred 


years, will not give the development that shown the ability 
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read single page Plato Sophocles. There complete 
liberal education one the long sentences Demosthenes, 
extending, does, over half page.” statements and 
many similar ones, were practically unchallenged. The ideal 
teacher can never forget that working upon immortal minds, 
and that any subject, whether geometry, German Greek 
the instrument hand “to engrave those tablets something 
which will brighten all the development 
modern language study not great, the knowledge not 
adequate, why compare the two subjects? all means let 
have French and German, but let regard them 
and not essential liberal education. 


WILL ANY AMOUNT INSTRUCTION MATHEMATICS 
ENCE MAKE SATISFACTORY SUBSTITUTE FOR GREEK 
LATIN 


judgment, no! From actual teaching experience, know 
that the study the classics superior mathematics. 
fessor Hoffman, rector Berlin University, says that the 
opinion the University that “all efforts find substitute for 
the Classical languages, whether mathematics, the modern 
languages the natural sciences, have been 
cessful.” 

The study mathematics unquestionably trains the mind, 
though lacks the “probability” the classics which Bishop 
says the guide mathematics, one con- 
stantly deals with demonstrative facts, which are founded 
theoretical assumptions, and when once proven are subject 
change; and therefore cannot give the discipline which the possi- 
ble reasonings the classics foster. comparison with the 
latter, there one-sided observation which cannot yield such 
rich growth thought. the properties the circle and tri- 
angle teach history, philosophy and literature? they kindle 
the imagination and elevate the soul the beautiful and sublime 
the classical study, the mind not only learns think clearly 
the very intrinsic beauty the great masters 


the geometric figure the mathematical student not brought 
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into close touch with Beneticent Being, while the contrary, 
the choice thoughts and majestic musical lines the refine 
and elevate the soul, and lead the contemplation Him from 
whom everything proceeds. 

good sign that the published reports scientific schools 
both Europe and America are calling for classical students. 
Dr. Princeton, says, that “the scientific professors 
unanimously, possible, are more strongly favor Latin and 
Greek than the classical professors.” published reports from 
Germany tell the failure the experiment admit scientific 
students without the customary knowledge the classics. They 
went far behind the students previously drilled the Greek and 
Latin languages. Prof. Morris Loeb, the University the 
City New York, says: From the standpoint the teacher 
science, hoped that Latin will taught prepara- 
tion scientific work; because its study will best that 
accuracy language which essential; because the basis 
the English scientific because philosophical study 
science would incomplete without thorough command the 
philosophical thought the ancient Low, 
formerly Columbia, authority for the statement that “in the 
School Mines, young men better who have taken classical 
The purpose such school the Massachusetts 
Institute Technology far removed from the ancient 
world strongest opponent could wish. Yet its catalogue 
says, The study Latin strongly recommended persons 
who propose enter the Institute, gives better understand- 
ing the various terms used science, and greatly facilitates 
the acquisition the modern languages.” Committee 
Twelve the Philological Association 1896, received eight 
hundred answers letters which had been sent out all parts 
the country, concerning the relative value studies the sec- 
ondary schools. College instructors, teachers science, princi- 
pals, express strongly the conviction that Latin was the most 
valuable study the Yale, the classical course 
constantly increasing. ‘The president Ann Arbor states 
that among his three thousand students the preference for the 
classical course. The reports from Harvard show that more stu- 
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dents enter with Greek than without it. President Charles 
Elliott says, think this age practical one and 


that Americans have tendency pursue exact science. 


not education. The most conspicuous fact brought out 


the freedom choice studies which obtains Harvard 


that the subjects comparatively the sciences and 
mathematics.” Can possible that the whole trend thought 


the educational world 

cannot find that any scientist claims that there disciplin- 
ary value his subject which any way comparable that 
the classics. After the rudiments are gained, knowledge 
botany zoology acquired for the most part results previ- 
ously verified, and hence require not the intellectual effort which 
every page Cicero Aristotle demands. the words Sir 
William Hamilton, merely learn what has been already de- 
tected and detailed calls out the student the very feeblest effort 
thought. Consequently those physical studies tend the least 
develop the understanding and even leave for aught that they 
thus effect, state comparative weakness and barbarism.” 

Our youngest school boy knows truths which Plato and 


Aristotle never dreamed, yet brain power our modern scientists 
are but pigmies comparison. The science the ancients 
indeed antiquated, but the human soul with all its longings, aspira- 
tions and passions the same today ever. scientist con- 
siders life well spent the close can give somewhat 
exhaustive description some extinct animal life, but surely 


man, made the image his Creator, worthy the greater 
study. Hence, amount labor can pay student 
for his inability trace the intellectual development the indi- 
vidual and the still larger one the whole human family, and this 
can only done language which the divine instrument 
thought. Nature marvellous, though but the background 
life’s stage, where man acts out his tragi-comedy life. Would 
that might not measure his mind the amount his 
edge, nor his success his material progress, sometimes 
our country’s prosperity the number bushels wheat 
exported! 
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have many sad proofs from some our foremost scientists 
that the prolonged study tends starve and dwarf the intuitional 
nature. cultivates the lower the expense the higher. 
thirty, Darwin tells thoroughly enjoyed all the English 
poets. Shakespeare was his supreme delight. the age 
sixty-seven his son writes him, “For many years cannot 
endure read line poetry, has lately tried Shakespeare, 
and found intolerably This Darwin noted with great 
the Forum, Clarence King, former 
director the United States Geological Survey, writing 
side, says, With all its novel powers and practical sense, 
obliged admit that the purely scientific brain miserably 
mechanical; seems have become sort self- 
directed machine, incredible automaton. But for pure 
sentiment, for all that spontaneous joyous Greek waywardness 
fancy, for the temperature passion and the subtle thrill 
ideality, you might well look cast-iron derrick.” the 
words Professor Ladd, Yale University, wish might 
pardoned (though sure shall not be) for saying that the 
products hitherto turned out, the results too exclusively sci- 
entific training, not make incline trust the promise 
substituting this way something satisfactory for the more old- 
fashioned curricula. have not observed that these products are 
actually men true liberal mind.” 


PARAMOUNT ADVANTAGES CLASSICAL EDUCATION FOR ANY 


Gladstone said that amount exertion spent upon the class- 
ics ever really lost. said that Alexander the Great always 
carried copy Homer with him. Napoleon was ardent 
admirer Ceesar. 

The professions are crowded with mediocrity. Men have hoped, 
without the highest development meet successfully the great 
problem life. The theologian today needs the much learn- 
ing” Paul combat all the dogmas and subtle reasonings 
the modern seeker after truth. must appeal the intellect 
well the heart man. has not himself learned mine 
beneath the surface for the possession greater truths, has 
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failed study that language which God honored His instru- 
ment tell the wonderful story man’s redemption then, 
need not complain his failure inspire the classical 
education not only gives the lawyer knowledge Roman law, 
but promotes discrimination and clearness thought. From 
the polished sentences the ancients has learned improve 
his powers expression, detect fallacies, weigh and judge 
conflicting considerations, short 


all the operations logical 
induction. 


Many scholars believe that the historical value the classics, 
alone, gives them superiority that any other study. Would 
that our politicians and all our citizens might see that there 
logical sequence the history nations there the indi- 
vidual world man! Let them trace the conditions that led 
the Revolution the Gracchi, the imperialism and the 
establishment the empire upon ruined republic. Let them 
contrast the glorious spirit which animated the Greeks and 
Romans their best days, with the often selfish motives our 
modern legislators, where the good the country frequently 


sacrificed the needs the Finally, and best all, let 
them educe the principles which will secure consolidated repub- 
lic. 


said that when Jupiter would confer crown upon the one 
who most benefited the world, passed the statesman and 
philanthropist, and placed upon the brow the teacher, saying, 
Thou art the maker this true, then all our teach- 
ers and especially the primary (because they influence the most 
susceptible period life) should have the broadest development 
and the most imperishable ideals which the classical education 
affords. know college graduate who holds the greatest joy 
that can come into true woman’s life possession young 
son. When recently asked what value now could her long 
years classical study, she replied, Would that had more, 
train this immortal soul for God!” 

certain sense the study the classics ought yield the 
business man material profit. not axiomatic statement that 
the greater the mental ability, the greater will man’s power 
the exchange where merchants most congregate?” the mi- 
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nority cases, true, this may not give commercial value. 
Yet financial failures, all the vicissitudes life, like Macau- 
lay, the classical scholar will kept from sinking under his heavy 
blow, and will have abundance wealth centred his own 
consciousness. may have forgotten his verbs but 
holds appreciation for the very choicest literature, and his 
own library, can command the greatest minds all the ages 
give him their richest thoughts. His soul has continued expand 
and grow that can never, the words Herbert Spenser, 
“be debarred the higher gratification and fall back 
lower.” 

There Infinite wisdom the intrinsic beauty, alone, the 
heavens and earth. What beautiful the eye, melodious 
the ear, softens the heart and ennobles the life. Classical educa- 
tion being close touch with the noblest thoughts the human 
soul, makes one as’ sensitive beauty pain. “To love 
Homer,” says Andrew Lang, liberal education.” believe 
that the majority students are unconscious difficulties and 
only strive more and more for the beauty and imagery thought. 
They find the most intense delight sweeping away the dust 
from the papyrus, examining venerable manuscripts, and dig- 
ging for the hidden treasures buried cities. All this, too, has 
direct influence upon the life and thought the world. After 
the classical scholar has spent years his education, has felt the 
very touch Homer, the companionship Plato, been fired with 
the patriotism Herodotus, listened the pleadings Cicero, 
and permitted strike the most tender chords his 
whole being,—then like Moses, descending from the mount, 
will bear the divine imprint upon his brow. Behind the son 
Apollo, the sceptre and the trident Neptune, sees 
Those who oppose the classics argue that there are many, who 
after years toil never are fired with the true spirit, 
appreciation the beautiful really enters their soul. This only 
too true. not given all seize the no, 
not they tried hundred years. Yet there just little 
hunger after the beautiful, the noble, they will something 
that will raise them above their surroundings, and help them 


the great struggles life. 
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[February, 
CONCLUSION, 

true that education not knowledge practicality, 
but development, and with the help eminent scholars have 
reasoned correctly that this best gained the Greek and Latin 

authors; that they give the greatest appreciation for the English 
language and literature, and best fit one for all the responsibilities 
must not logically conclude that the advantages 
which accrue from classical education are far superior those 
any other? Let not, then, permit our young people grow 


weary among the thorns and rocks the second aorist and ge- 
rundive constructions. Let not allow them abandon the steep 
ascent ere they have reached the point where the view ever 
widening, the unsightly things the valley are dwarfed the 
distance, and finally, only magnificent landscape spreads out 
view. Here hill-top, and the valley, stream reflecting all 
the glories the sunlight. Climb still higher, and mountain tops 
appear, decked with the pure white mantle God’s own covering 
and backed His own eternal hills. How insignificant are the 

difficulties the ascent! recall the words 


Who come not hither ne’er shall know 
How beautiful the world below.” 


Macaulay pays loving tribute the classics the words, 
“But who shall estimate her influence private happiness? 
Who shall say how many thousands have been made wiser, hap- 
pier, and better those pursuits which she has taught man- 


kind engage; how many the studies which took their rise 


from her have been wealth poverty,— liberty bondage, 
health solitude. Her power indeed 
manifested the bar; the senate; the field battle; the 


schools philosophy. But these are not her glory. Wherever 
literature consoles sorrow assuages pain,— wherever brings 
gladness eyes which fail with wakefulness and tears, and ache 
for the dark house and the long sleep, there exhibited its 
noblest form, the immortal influence Athens.” 
Does truth compel admit that base passion for wealth 
often felt from toddling infancy manhood? Does the world 


see connection between the conditional sentence and the mer- 
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desk, and think the invention the steam engine 
greater value than the Iliad? correctly stated that admission 
the United States senate can bought with so, well 
may cry out with Cicero, gentium 
sumus? rem publicam 

Yet our condition not insoluble. Appeal the reason the 
people and all well. are proud the material growth 
our country,— marvellous beyond parallel the history the 
world. Yet, for this beloved land ours long for greater 
prosperity still. nation’s real strength and greatest wealth con- 
sists the mind and character its citizens. Let our young 
men realize that their manhood not only their richest and grand- 
est possession, but the nation’s safeguard. Let them men, full- 
orbed, manly men, standing where God intended them, 
ture, laws, institutions, and churches,— little lower than the 
angels” and crowned with glory and honor.” Let their charter 
not only thine own self true,” but thy self 
true, and then our prosperity cannot estimated the figures 
the census, our patriotism will reach beyond the power guns 
and mind well body shall rally the flag 
all love our government shall truth, “of the 


people, the people, and for the people.” 
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MAUD ELMA KINGSLEY, EAST MACHIAS, ME. 


the King are not often given place the 
English course High School, nor are they, for obvious 
reasons, included among the college requirements English yet 
they should read every High School pupil for two very im- 
portant reasons: (1). Because they introduce him those 
legends King Arthur and the Round Table which mark the 
beginning our romantic literature; and (2). Because they 
make him acquainted with the very highest form poetry which 
our modern English has produced. 

The difficulties the way reading the prepara- 
tory school are very real, but they are not 
urally the chief them the fact that among the legends which 
form the subjects the various poems, there scarcely one which 
does not turn upon some violation modern manners and morals. 
The earliest review Tennyson’s essay into this new field let- 
ters said this connection: impediments Mr. Tennyson 
has overcome the only possible way, namely, accepting them 
accept the extravagances classical mythology. has 
treated the legends many fairy tales, concerning the proba- 
bility and propriety the details which, would absurd 


the poet’s attitude toward his subject assumed 


instructor and pupil, the great objection the use The 
the King the class-room will have been overcome. 


HISTORY THE IDYLLS. 


The legends Arthur had always been Tennyson mine 
valuable material, and has used, early his career, several 
episodes from these romances minor 

are told that was his long cherished ambition write 
Epic with King Arthur its hero; but had evidently aban- 
doned this plan when, 1859, published four poems 
themes, drawn from Malory’s Morte Arthur and the Mabinogion, 
were entirely disconnected. But the years that followed 


kept adding other poems subjects drawn from the same sources, 
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until, 1872, his arranged proper sequence, formed 
complete Arthuriad: The Coming Arthur, 1869; Gareth and 
Lynette, 1872; Geraint and Enid, 1859 Merlin and Vivien, 1859 
Lancelot and Elaine, 1859; The Holy Grail, 1869; Pelleas and 
Ettarre, 1869; The Last Tournament, 1871; Guinevere, 1859; 
Passing 1885, another poem, Balin and Balan 
was added. With this and the division Geraint and Enid into 
two parts, the entire cycle made consist twelve books, 
was the custom the old romancers. 

The have also dedication the memory the Prince 
Consort and epilogue the Queen, which must not over- 
looked the study the poems: for “the former not merely 
tribute Prince Albert, but strikes the keynote the poem 
very artistically well, introducing the idea chivalry that 
Arthur set before his Knights.” 

KING ARTHUR. 

With other source information than the themselves, 
the interested student may obtain very lively picture the days 
“when good King Arthur ruled the land;” the court Cam- 
and the Knights whose names and exploits have come 
down from the traditions exceedingly rude and early 
generation. 

The center the court is, course, King Arthur, the hero 
English romance. This king, say the legends, was the 
son Ygerne, once wife Gorlois, lord Tintagel Castle 
Cornwall, and Uther, pendragon war-chief the Britons. 
story the war between Uther and Gorlois, which Gorlois was 
slain; the impetuous wooing Ygerne the doughty Pen- 
dragon: the hasty the death King Uther; 
untimely birth all told Bedivere his con- 
ference with Leodogran, Book 

soon born, the child was secretly entrusted the care 
the magician, Merlin, who, his turn, gave him Sir Anton, 
old friend Uther, rear. Hence the conflicting rumors con- 
cerning Arthur’s birth 

son Gorlois he, 
else the child Anton, and King, 
else (Book I.). 
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After the death Uther, there was interregnum Eng- 
land, was not known that Uther had heir. Prince 
thur, however, was length chosen king consequence 
ing unfixed from stone, sword which two hundred and one 
the most valiant barons the realm had been unable, singly, 
pull out. this exploit that Bedivere refers when 
Vet Merlin through his craft had Arthur crowned.” 

simple explanation his birth could not satisfy the mar- 
vel-loving minds all the people Arthur’s realm, many 
whom ascribed supernatural origin their king. Therefore 
half-sister, Bellicent, who had heard the story from the 
magician, Bleys, just before his death, tells Leodogran how, 
the night 

When Uther Tintagel passed away,” 
Merlin and Bleys saw upon the ship shaped like winged 
dragon, which vanished suddenly had appeared; and how, 
later on, the two magicians stood watching the great sea fall, 
all the waves burst into flame,— 
And down the wave, and the flame was borne 


naked babe, and rode Merlin’s feet, 
Who stooped and caught the babe, and cried ‘The King! 

This idea the origin Arthur strengthened the cir- 
cumstances attending his coronation, where, for the first time, 
appear those mysterious helpers the king,—the Three fair 
Queens, and the Lady the Lake. 

Arthur, soon crowned, united all the petty principalities 
which had been war with one another, “and made realm and 
reigned.” But sooner had the new king 
rule his lately-acquired kingdom, than Leodogran, King Cam- 
eliard Scotland, appealed him assist cleansing his realm 
from robbers and wild response this request 
gives the title Book I., the importance his Coming” resting 
the fact that the young king rode the castle with his 
knights, saw Guinevere and fell love with her. 

Having freed Cameliard from the foes which menaced and the 
wild beasts that infested it, Arthur returned home quell 
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uprising among his barons who had conspired drive him from 
the throne, the ground that was not the rightful heir. This 
being done, Arthur sent three his knights Leodogran beg 
the hand his daughter marriage. this, Leodogran, after 
some little hesitation, consented, and Sir Lancelot was sent 
escort the lady Arthur’s court. the plot, may 
called so, the story begins. There was little reason why the 
beautiful girl’s fancy should not have been caught the goodly 
knight who rode with her through long May days,— 
Under groves that looked paradise 

blossom, over sheets hyacinth 

That seemed the heavens upbreaking through the earth, 

Rapt sweet talk lively, 

All sport and tilts and IX.) 


After his marriage, the events Arthur’s life may summar- 
ized briefly follows: founded the Order the Round Table; 
fought decisive battle with Rome,— 


And Arthur strove with 


won twelve great victories over the Saxons—(V.); waged war 
with Lancelot; fought the great battle with Modred; died and 
was buried Glastonbury, the poet calls it. 
According tradition, Arthur not dead, but rests Avilion 
“till shall come again, full twice fair, rule over his peo- 
ple.” 
And Merlin our time 

Hath spoken also, not jest, and sworn 

Though men may wound him, that will not die; 

But pass, again come; and then now 

Utterly smite the heathen under foot, 

Till these and all men hail him for their King.” 


According another tradition, Arthur never died, but was 
converted into raven enchantment, and will the fullness 
time, appear again his original shape, recover his throne and 
sceptre. 

The purpose the young ruler when ascended the throne 
and gathered around him “that goodliest fellowship famous 
Knights, whereof the world holds summed his own 
words Sir Kay, his seneschal,— 
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sit King, help the wronged 
Through all our realm,” 
sentiment which repeats later when says Lynette,— 
Damsel, know this Order lives crush 
All wrongers the realm.” 

The “boundless purpose the King” was fulfilled for 
through his own high moral character and the faithfulness his 
chosen Knights; but sin crept into that little court many- 
towered Camelot, and the too credulous king, who believed 
evil because thought evil, saw his plans for uplifting his 
kingdom, brought naught through the treachery most 
disloyal friend all the world” —the knight whom 
sworn upon his first battlefield deathless love, saying: 

Let chance what will, trust thee the death.” 

The are full episodes bringing out the different phases 
Arthur’s career, and the various aspects his character. 
Among the latter, notice his regard for promise, his hatred 
lie, his recognition the fact that obedience the crowning 
virtue knight, his generosity, and keen sense justice. 
Always true friend, and loyal husband; blameless king 
and stainless gentleman 

Who would have had all men true and leal, 

The former group incidents may best considered noting 
carefully the contrasts they present. anything the whole 
range literature more full pathos than the contrast between 
the young prince yet had done deed arms,” riding 
forth his first battle the splendor spring morning, think- 
ing rides the golden-haired girl into whose eyes had 
looked passed the castle-wall; and the king many 
tories, going down his weird battle the thinking 
his waste hearth and aching heart, and feeling his way 

Through that blind haze which ever since saw 
One lying the dust Almesbury 
Hath folded the passes the 


His coronation; his his farewell and his 
death ave the chief scenes the /dy//s which Arthur the cen- 
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tral but from his tirst appearance sat crowned the 
dais, that last sad picture where shattered column lay the 
Arthur moves through every scene every poem,— the 
calm-eyed, nobly-mannered king, who 
always 
open battle the tilting field 
Forbore his own advantage.” 
For manners are not idle, but the fruit 
loyal nature, and noble mind.” 

The war with Lancelot gave Modred, nephew, oppor- 
tunity usurp the throne. The king returned from Brittany, 
drew army against the traitor, and slew him; but the 
battle, although the knights fought with unexampled valor, Arthur 
and all his chivalry were overthrown 

And the pale King glanced across the field 
battle; but man was moving there.’ 


Bedivere alone all his followers was left witness the pass- 
ing the great king: saw the funeral barge draw near the 
shore; heard the cry the Three Queens that shivered 
the tingling stars saw them put forth their hands and take 
the king and watched the barge move across the water till the 
hull 

Looked one black dot against the verge dawn, 
And the mere the wailing died away.” 

And there leave King Arthur. The gardens and the halls 
Camelot are deserted; “they —the men the 
true old times are dead,— 

When every morning brought noble chance, 
And every chance brought out noble knight.” 


THE ROUND TABLE AND ITS KNIGHTS. 

This Round Table was literally round table which had been 
made Merlin for Uther, Arthur’s father. Uther gave 
King Leodogran, and when Arthur married Guinevere, received 
the table wedding present. This table would seat one hun- 
dred and fifty knights, and each seat was appropriated. One 
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these seats was called the Perilous,” because was fatal 
for anyone sit therein except the knight who was destined 
achieve the Holy 

Arthur, after his return England, instituted order 
knighthood called Knights the Round Table,” the chief 
whom were: Lancelot, the brave; Light-hearted Gawain, 
named The Courteous, fair and strong” Modred,— 

that like subtle beast 

Lay couchant with his eyes upon the throne, 

Ready spring” 
Bedivere, first made and latest left all the knights” Tristram, 
the brave; Percivale, the Sir Pelleas the Geraint, 
far sounded among men for noble Sir Kay, the 
largest handed that ever man saw” and Sir Galahad, the 
pure, 


God make thee good thou art beautiful, 
Said Arthur, when dubbed him knight.” 


The object the Order and the vows taken each knight are 
best stated the poet’s own words 
Follow the Christ, the King, 


Live pure, speak true, right wrong, follow the King 
* * * * * ” 


knights are sworn vows 
utter hardihood, utter gentleness, 
And loving, utter faithfulness love, 
And uttermost obedience the 


long the knights and the king were one purpose 
long every follower 
Eyed him God; 


Till he, being lifted beyond himself, 
Did mightier deeds than elsewise had done,” 


long did the institution flourish the advantage Britain and 
the Britons. But the knights were very human, after all; and 
gradually their vows became irksome the knighthood, and they 
began ask whence Arthur obtained the right 
Bind them inviolable vows, 
Which flesh and blood perforce would violate.” 
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One one the vows were broken, until, the disgraceful con- 
fusion the tournament, the fiat went forth,— 


The glory our Round Table more.” 


* * * * * * * 


all the Knights the Order, the best known and the best 
loved easily Sir The Knight whom Arthur loved and 
honored There can doubt that really the hero 
the romances, and not the “blameless King”; for Arthur, 
spite all his virtues,— indeed, because too fault- 
less, too self-contained, too passionless; while Lancelot, with all 
his apparent perfections, has just that touch earth which makes 
him lovable. 

The chief points his history, which long and eventful 
that his king, are follows: Lancelot was the son Ban, 
king Brittany, and his wife, was stolen 
The Lady the Lake, who brought him till was pre- 
sented King Arthur and knighted. consequence, 
usually called Sir Lae. 


You ride with Lancelot the Lake.” (V.) 


was the strongest and bravest the one hundred 
knights the Round Table. His love for Guinevere was directly 
indirectly the cause the death King Arthur, the breaking 
the Round Table, and the death most the knights. 
the retirement the queen the convent, Sir Lancelot en- 
tered monastery and became monk. died soon after the 
death Guinevere; and the bishop attendance the dying 
knight affirmed that saw heave Sir Lancelot heaven, 
and the gates paradise open receive him.” 

Tennyson brings out very clearly the attractiveness Lancelot’s 
character; his prowess, his courtesy, his bravery, and his charm- 
ing personality 

The great Knight, the darling the court, 
Loved the loveliest.” 


Even his fidelity dwelt upon, for loved none but the queen 
until the day died. For complete summary this best loved 
knights, however, must leave the and Sir 


| 
4 
— 
i 


364 EDUCATION. 


Thomas Malory, who has written 

And when Sir Ector awaked (and saw Lancelot lying dead), Ah, 
Sir Lancelot,” said, there thou liest, that wert never matched 
earthly knight’s hand; and thou wert the courtiest knight that ever 
bare shield; and thou wert the truest friend thy lover that ever be- 
strode horse; and thou wert the kindest man that ever strake with 
sword; and thou wert the goodliest person ever came among press 
knights; and thou wast the meekest man and the gentlest that ever ate 
hall among ladies; and thou wert the sternest knight thy mortal 
foe that ever put spear the rest.” 


THE HEROINES THE IDYLLS. 


Save for rescuing purposes, women seem have been made 
very little account the days chivalry, even though the vows 
knight bound him fight for for Church, and for 
Lady indeed, wanders very far from the spirit 
the age which writing when gives that decidedly 
modern turn the Arthur: 


But were joined with her, 
Then might live together one life, 
And reigning with one will everything 
Have power this dark land lighten it, 
And power this dead world make live. 


However, the six heroines the are very real, even when 
read them the old romances; and our poet has given 
very vivid pictures the richly robed princesses who moved 
through the halls and gardens the stately palace the 
rich city” Camelot. 

Enid, the Good, the patient Griselda the romance writers, 
suffering without murmur the outrageous treatment her hus- 
band, typical heroine; the mocking, spiteful Lyn- 
ette who treats her champion with the utmost contumely, but after 
each victory softens toward him, and length marries him, 
type the love-story heroine the world over; the fair and lova- 
ble Elaine, the lily maid Astolat, appeals the reader’s fancy 
and favorite among the women fiction, although her love 
for Lancelot “takes the least attractive form love woman, 
namely, that which she becomes the suitor.” 
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striking contrast the faithful and simple-minded Enid and 
Elaine, are faithless Ettarre with her scornful violet eyes, and the 
wily Vivien whispering through the peaceful court and 


Sowing one ill hint from ear ear.” 


The story Guinevere the most fascinating episode the 
whole Arthurian romance, and suffers nothing the hands 
Tennyson who certainly reaches his highest literary perfection 
the poem which the “interest is, from beginning 
end, simple, intelligible, human, and lofty.” 

This princess described the old tales the finest woman 
the universe —her stature was noble and elegant her complex- 
ion fair; and her eyes the finest blue the heavens. 

Tennyson, the story Guinevere, tells the liaison 
between her and Lancelot, and the awakenings remorse 


the heart the queen the years 


Henceforward, too, the Powers that tend the soul 
help from the death that cannot die, 
And save even extremes, began 
vex and plague 


and says that Modred, having spied upon the last farewell with 
Lancelot, Lancelot flung the fellow the ground, 
took horse; while Guinevere fled the sanctuary the con- 
vent Almesbury. Lancelot and she fly from the court 
together, for some time supposed that has taken her his 
castle, where besieged the king, until the latter learns that 
she Almesbury. Here the king takes leave her; “he 
relates her the glorious work which she has overthrown, and 
tells her how had founded society example the 
world 
And all this throve until wedded thee! 


* * * * - * * 


Then came thy shameful sin with 
Then others sinned also. 

Lo! forgive thee eternal God forgives 
thou for thine own soul the rest. 


* * * * * * * 
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Perchance, and thou purify the soul, 

And thou.lean our fair father Christ, 
Hereafter that world where all are pure 

too may meet before high God, and thou 
Wilt spring me, and claim thine, and know 
thine husband,— not smaller soul, 

Not Lancelot, nor another.” 

Such poetry this needs comment. scholar any pre- 
paratory school too young appreciate it, take heart 
the lesson which contains for 

needs must love the highest when see it, 
Not Lancelot, nor another.” 

When the abbess the convent died, the queen, “for her good 
deeds and her pure life” was appointed her successor, and remained 
head the establishment for three years, when she also died and 
passed 

where beyond these voices there peace.” 
MERLIN. 

Besides the knights and the ladies Camelot, there was another 
important personage who had great influence and power over the 
court and the king. This was Merlin, the prince enchanters 
“mage Merlin vast wit, and one hundred winters” Merlin, 
“the wise man that ever served King Uther through his magic art.” 
Merlin first appears the chief adviser Aurelius, 
king Britain. war between the Saxons and Au- 
relius was slain and Uther Pendragon succeeded the throne, 
while Merlin still continued court favorite. the request 
Uther, made Carlisle, the Round Table, “in tokening 


roundness the seems have built, also, havens and 
ships and the shadowy palaces Camelot for King Arthur 
was always great service could change himself into 
dwarf, harp player, stag, the interest his 
quired. 

length this renowned magician disappeared entirely from 


England. voice alone was heard forest, where was 
enclosed old tree, spell-bound Vivien. 

The destruction Merlin Vivien the event upon which 
the poem, Merlin and Vivien” turns,— the best known and most 
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interesting all the Arthurian legends. “The most famous man 
all those times falls victim the wiles the Vivien 
and tells her that possesses charm ‘woven paces and 
waving hands, which anyone knowing certain words, can 
obtain entire power over the ‘/ife, and use, and name and fame’ 
another. One day when she and Merlin have taken shelter 
hollow oak, during heavy thunder storm, Vivien induces Merlin 
tell her the spell; and, having learned it, she puts forth the 
charm the only person hand,— 


And the hollow oak lay dead.’” 


THE HOLY GRAIL. 

When Merlin prepared the Round Table, left place vacant 
for the knight who should “achieve the Holy Grail,” Holy 
Vessel brought Britain Joseph The 
story the San Graal has entered largely into all our literature 
that any set students will doubtless familiar with the broad 
outlines the myth. They will know that the Holy Grail was 
the from which our Saviour drank the last supper with his 
disciples; that this was carried away into England Joseph 
Arimathea, and kept there, object adoration 
age for many years: that process time one its keepers 
broke the vows which bound him faithful thought and 
word and deed, whereupon the Holy Grail disappeared that from 
that time the favorite enterprise the knights the Round 
Table was search it. 

When Joseph Arimathea, the story goes, took our Lord’s 
body down from the cross, received into the holy cup many 
drops blood from the bleeding wounds the slain Christ. 
This feature obviously the foundation principle the San Graal 
conception, shall see later; this brings the wonder-working 
vessel” into close relations with the mysteries the Eucharist 
since, according the accepted theology the Middle Ages, 
“where the body the blood Christ is, there are his soul 
and his divinity.” 

the Idyll, The Holy Grail,’ are told that the queen, 
King Arthur, and all the knights saw the sacred cup they sat 


Matthew, xxvii. 
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supper when Galahad was received into the fellowship the 
Round Table; whereupon Sir Percivale made vow that would 
ride twelvemonth and day quest it, which example was 
followed Bors, Lancelot and Galahad. The setting forth 
these knights one the most striking scenes the whole cycle 
poems 
Where the roofs 

Tottered toward each other the sky, 

Met foreheads all along the street those 

Who watched and lower, and where the long 

Rich galleries, lady-laden, weighed the necks 

dragons clinging the crazy walls, 

Thicker than drops from thunder, showers flowers 

Fell passed; and men and boys astride 

wyvern, lion, dragon, swan, 

all the corners, named each name, 

Calling God speed! but the ways below 

The knights and ladies wept, and rich and poor 

Wept, and the King himself could hardly speak 

the Gate the Three Queens came, 

Where Arthur’s wars are rendered mystically, 

And thence departed every one his way.” 

The legends say that Sir Percivale, after combat with cer- 
tain Sir Ector, caught sight the Grail and was cured his 
wounds. Sir Lancelot was also miraculously cured the same 
way. Lancelot, Bors and Percivale caught glimpse the San 
Graal, but Sir Galahad alone achieved the quest, although Bors 
and Percivale were with him when the miracle took place. 

When Sir Galahad ‘achieved the quest the Holy all 
that meant that saw with his bodily eyes the visible Sav- 
iour into which the communion bread had been 

And the sacring the Mass, (Percivale) saw 
The holy elements alone; but (Galahad) saw the Grail, 
The Holy Grail, descend upon the shrine, 


saw the fiery face child 
That smote itself into the bread.” 


Sir Galahad the Pure was alone destined deserve the achieve- 
ment the Grail; alone was worthy it; and its strength 
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rode 
Shattering all evil customs everywhere.” 


“The whole romance Christian allegory, where the Holy Cup 
Healing the mysterious source Power which triumphs 
over all that false, and lends spiritual invincibility its ser- 
vants.” 


LITERARY CHARACTER THE IDYLLS THE KING. 


sustained excellence execution, the the King 
stand the head all modern poetry. The young student may 
the sentiments and beauty the poems, but 
neither old enough nor wise enough appreciate the marvellous 
perfection the verse reading the richness its melody. 

has been said that Tennyson’s poetry has four distinctive 
excellences: imagination; (2). Vivid and 
picturesque delineation objects; (3). Exquisite adaptation har- 
monious words the feelings (4). Elevated tone the 
composition, 

These are all evidence the poems under consideration, and 
will readily appreciated the average pupil, his thoughts 
are once turned that direction. can appreciate, too, the 
vigorous and unaffected diction and the striking effect produced 
the monosyllabic character the Saxon phraseology used 
throughout 

that day there was dole Astolat.” 


Where falls not rain nor hail nor any snow, 
Nor ever wind blows loudly.” 


His attention should called, also, the songs the poems: 
their beauty rhythm and their significance. Lynette’s songs, 
for example, show what going her mind after she has dis- 
covered that Gareth gentleman and knave. The marriage 
and coronation song Book I., Stopford Brooke calls piece 
glorious literature.” embodies the thought the 
poem, grips the whole meaning together. And its sound 
the sound martial triumph, victorious weapons battle, and 
Knights arms. hear the carefully varied chorus, 
the very rattle and shattering the vowels the words, the beat- 
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ing the axe helm and shield shield. Rugged, clanging, 
clashing lines splendid effort art.” 
Taking the poems the collection separately, Geraint and Enid 
seems the least interesting; and The Passing Arthur 
the finest execution; the least attractive its ruling 
incident; The Holy Grail, the hardest follow; and The Last 
Tournament the fullest pure and simple pathos. Its ending 
artistically perfect 
That night came Arthur home, and while climbed, 
All death-dumb, autumn-dripping gloom, 
The stairway the hall, and looked and saw 
The great Queen’s bower was dark,— about his feet 
voice clung sobbing till questioned it, 
‘What art thou?’ and the voice about his feet 
Sent answer, sobbing, thy fool, 


999 


And shall never make thee smile again. 


SOURCE THE LEGENDS. 


The legends Arthur probably arose this way. 
prince Wales, surrounded patriotic warriors like himself and 
valiantly resisting the enemies his country, had, many bat- 
tle triumphantly carried the Dragon flag his race into the heart 
the hosts amidst whom floated the White Horse the Saxon 
standard. length, are told, died and the Flower Brit- 
ish Nobles perished with him. His name was cherished with mel- 
ancholy pride and his heroism magnified with fond exaggeration, 
alike among the Welsh Britons who guarded the Valleys Snow- 
doun, and among those who wandered exile the banks the 


Loire, where Arthur became sort rival Charlemagne. 

Poetic chroniclers among the Cimbrians Britanny gradually 

wove scattered and embellished traditions into legendary British 

history. This compilation was used Geoffrey Mon- 

mouth the twelfth century the foundation his 

torical work, and then the poets chivalry, allured the beauty 

and pathos the tale, made for ages the center the most 

animated picture romance. 


(2) Compilation. 
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HOME STUDY. 


SUPERINTENDENT EDWIN C. BROOME, RAHWAY, N. J. ; 

hear complaints from all directions that our schools 
require too much intellectual effort from children. This com- 
plaint, suspect, not altogether unjust one. Second, the 
question home study, with its corollaries, one the most 
important, and, the same time, most stubborn persistent 
problems facing this time. this time, mean thus early 
the school year, and the present stage the educational 
development our nation. 

The topic home study, itself, not one vital im- 
portance. Its presence analogous the presence carbonic 
acid gas the school-room. This substance not singly very 
dangerous, and can readily disposed always found 
bad is, the rather, index unwholesome con- 
ditions. with home study. Wherever find excess 
there are evil companions that are doing the mischief. And these 
companions are all found the school-room. Wherever the 
conditions the school-room are abnormal, the disci- 
pline poor, the curriculum over crowded unscientifically 
arranged, methods teaching are faulty, over-pressure inevita- 
bly results, and inordinate amount home study index 
rather than subject. are chiefly concerned with the by- 
problems home study. ‘These by-problems are related that 
home study cause and effect; and they are the concomitants 
certain abnormal conditions. These problems are: the prob- 
lem school hygiene, which demands that physical conditions 
the school-room favorable for good work; the question 
discipline and good order; the problem over crowded cur- 
riculum; and most important all, the problem methods 
teaching. 

The amount intellectual work necessary for students even 
the highest class the high school get along well, with good 
teaching, ought not exceed any case eight hours day. 
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These two statements firmly believe true. present them 
theses and prepared defend them. First, there over- 
pressure our educational system all alone the line. Second, the 
fault not with the mental capacity the pupils, but with the 
and methods the school. 

Much the over-pressure due conditions for which the 
elementary school not responsible. For one hundred years the 
colleges have been constantly and consistently increasing their 
requirements for admission, both the number subjects 
the amount each subject. Less than century ago not col- 
lege the country required anything for admission beyond Latin, 
Greek, and elementary arithmetic. Then was common thing 
for students enter college the age fourteen fifteen,— 
the age which they enter the high school today. fact, 
have found one case record where boy entered Yale College 
the age eleven years. The college entrance requirements 
today are too extensive and complex discuss the brief time 
disposal. Suffice say, that the average age young 
men who are entering college this fall somewhat over eighteen 
years. Except few enlightened institutions, among which 
may mentioned Harvard, Brown, and Columbia universities, 
four years are still required for degree. Now the curriculum 
the high schools has determined very largely the require- 
ments the colleges; and order meet these demands from 
above, the high schools have cheerfully required more the ele- 
mentary schools. And nothing remains for the elementary school 
but demand that children born with larger brains,— 
“animated tanks,” one disgusted parent suggested. These con- 
stantly increased requirements the child are not wholly deter- 
mined the demands society. They are demands artificially 
imposed the upper stratum our educational hierarchy. 
pressure from the top downward; and the elementary school, 


being the bottom the pile, squeezed the hardest. 

One the results this downward pressure has been that cer- 
tain studies which formerly belonged above the grammar school 
have been forced down into it. 1650, arithmetic was senior 
study Harvard College. now the kindergarten. Only 
ten years ago foreign languages and algebra were the exclusive 
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property the high school and the college. They now appear 
low the eighth, and even the seventh grade. Much the 
pressure can be, and relieved surrounding the pupils with 
better hygienic conditions, better discipline, and well regu- 
lated physical exercise. Given the most favorable conditions, 
however, are still face face with two persistent problems,— 
over-crowded curriculum, and bad methods teaching. 

order discuss intelligently the present curriculum the 
elementary school, must look back few years into its history. 
Fifty years ago the common school course comprised the main 
the R’s,” writing, and arithmetic. some 
places the elements grammar and rudimentary knowledge 
United States history and geography were taught. Reading was 
taught from single reader, which was read over and over again 
until the pupils knew heart; but they could read, and read 
well. Much emphasis, also, was placed elocutionary effects. 
Arithmetic was likewise taught from single old Rob- 
inson Quackenbos. was not begun until time which would 
correspond our present fifth grade, thereabouts. that 
point the arithmetic consisted simply drill the four funda- 
mental operations from table-card. time, therefore, was 
given the study, but better results were obtained, for the sim- 
ple reason that fewer topics were taken up, but drilling was more 
thorough those topics. The old masters had but one peda- 
gogical principle thoroughness. 

During the last half-century not only have the original subjects 
been extended, but new ones have been added the curriculum 
and the new subjects have been superimposed upon the old ones, 
rather than carefully adjusted them. Figuratively speaking, 
have made pile bricks, rather than symmetrical structure. 
Various devices have been resorted order relieve the 
pressure curriculum thus over-crowded. About decade 
ago, occurred somebody that science, geography, history, ete., 
might taught through the reading; and tons scientific, geo- 
graphical and historical readers were published with the purpose 
thus killing “two birds with one stone.” The result that 
every new superintendent finds his legacy vast inheritance 
readers which contain faulty science, and are worthless literature. 
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The most noteworthy, and the same time, the most nearly 
scientific attempt reorganize the curriculum relieve 
over-crowding, has been that correlation. This really the 
correct principle upon which shape course study. 
good principle is, however, educators have worn the idea 
threadbare their attempts get correlation center core. 
Really, correlation not new discovery, nor there anything 
mystic the term. merely expression for the common- 
sense method grouping and relating like topics the differ- 
ent subjects that they will mutually relieve, and the same time 
strengthen each other. Correlation means following the line 
least resistance,— law unfailing pedagogical physical 
science. well correlated course study would mean that the 
history the Commonwealth England studied the same time 
that the literature the Puritan period being read; that the 
history the nineteenth century similarly related the study 
the Victorian period literature; that the spelling drill 
based the reading lesson that the children are building table 
box, are marking out school garden the same time that 
they are engaged the study mensuration arithmetic; that 
they build toy wigwams and canoes, draw and paint Indians while 
the Song Hiawatha absorbing their attention. this sim- 
ple principle the best schools are saving time, relieving pressure, 
and are securing livelier interest the work. 

The most skillful correlation, however, will not relieve the press- 
ure schools where the whole emphasis mental drill and 
provision made for motor activity. There are four subjects 
which sincerely wish could persuade every Board Educa- 
tion the United States introduce, and support generouslya 
These are physical training, music, manual training, and drawing. 
These subjects need defence. They develop the motor side 
the child and they direct his restless activity into useful and 
productive channels. Moreover, these branches are distinctly 
educational their results, and are quite effective for intellec- 
tual training the long-cherished R’s.” promi- 
nent educator recently told that was not all disappointed 
because his little daughter did not take kindly the conventional 
reading and arithmetic, and that was fully satisfied with the 
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fact that she did well the various branches hand-work. Our 
modern psychology distinctly teaches that the mental and motor 
side man’s nature are intimately related that the exercise 
the latter necessary for the full development the former. 
Our teachers, however, while they study the new psychology, are 
practising the old pedagogy. One the best courses study 
ever examined contained nothing for the first two years except 
hand-work, literature stories, music, and nature study. the 
testimony eminent educators that schools which make 
ample provision for music, hand-work, drawing and physical exer- 
cise, the spirit work better, the results the other subjects 
are more satisfactory, and there less complaint the score 
over-pressure. Why make reading, writing and arithmetic the 
end school work? They are simply the tools which get 
education and means the education itself. not 
school read, write, figure. read, write and fig- 
ure order school the fullest sense. The Three R’s” 
are only the keys which unlock the golden gate culture. Fully 
ninety per cent. the boys and girls this republic ours 
never get over the threshold the high school. Why make their 
short career school lifeless drill mere forms? Why give 
them the tools education without allowing them use 
them? Why feed them bones instead flesh? more 
absurd teach boy the movements swimming 
mitting him touch the water. form and 
are emphasized the expense substance. 

universal weakness our school system that each stage 
preparing for the next higher, rather than having distinct 
aim and function Each stage lives the future rather 
than the present. say Johnnie, who squirming over 
problem cube root: know it’s hard and doesn’t mean 
much you now: but when you get man, glad 
you studied And, when Johnnie replies that doesn’t see 
any use learning that call him impudent and take 
him task for his display common sense. Johnnie somehow 
feels that school does not touch his life closely enough, that there 
too long time between the acquisition and its application. 
feels that school does not mean much him, that isn’t life, 
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but simply preparation for remote career which neither under- 
stands nor appreciates. feels that school life not integral 
part real life, but artificial existence wherein must 
lot arbitrary things which mean nothing him, until 
more interested his work than the ass his treadmill. 
teachers fail create present motive, fail make clear 
the child the relation between his task and life experiences 
it. The element interest not sufficiently prominent. 
hear late years great deal about the subject interest. 
Creating interest, see it, nothing more than this establishment 
motive the subject pointing out clearly the child rela- 
tion between his task and his present needs. Interest, such, 
the key the situation. Prof. Friedrich Paulsen expressed fun- 
damental truth when said that not work which causes over- 
fatigue much lack interest and lack conscious progress. 
One puzzle arithmetic will wear child more than twenty prob- 
lems which can solve. President Eliot, one the sanest 
thinkers educational subjects the United States, says this 
point: hour work which (the pupil) can take 
intelligent interest will wear him out more than two hours work 
which cannot help being interested. Now, the trouble with 
much the work the public schools that profoundly 
and inevitably uninteresting the childish mind. The 
best way diminish strain increase interest, attractiveness, 
the sense achievement and growth.” 

Another means reducing over-strain prune out non- 
essentials, and teach the essentials better,— process shortening 
and enriching the elementary school course. Americans have 
the pernicious habit marking progress pages, rather than 
topics, better, degrees mental strength. Many superin- 
tendents map out the work that way certain subjects, and 
expect high degree thoroughness the work assigned. 
Arithmetic the worst offender this respect. Teachers drill, 
drill, drill, though salvation depended the complete mastery 
each page and every precious example upon it. When, 
adults, stop and realize how little arithmetic really necessary 
for intelligent person succeed well life, must confess 
that subject the curriculum could readily dispensed 
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with independent study arithmetic. doubtless true 
that all the arithmetic intelligent person needs can acquired, 
with good teaching, two three years. The undue emphasis 
put upon arithmetic due our exaggerated idea the value 
accuracy. habitually demand children degree accuracy 
which adults seldom possess find necessary possess. 
teachers seem have peculiar horror for gaps the educa- 
tion our children; though fact not learned today never 
would learned, and would somehow stumbling block 
future success and happiness. Until visited school-room once 
last year, never knew that there were five distinct kinds 
decimals,— finite decimals, infinite decimals, decimals, 
pure-circulating decimals, and mixed-circulating decimals. When 
realized suddenly that had been using decimals for several 
years making school register the interest 
little bank account, ignorant this hiatus knowledge, 
the discovery came like the shock lost opportunity, never 
regained. How many have been seriously handicapped 
never knew all the capes the coast North. and 
South America their order? thoroughness such non- 
essentials these that make school life burden many child. 
wonder bright boy frequently brings our senses the 
query: the use learning all that stuff?” 
matter great importance that child know the name 
tion all the capitals the United States. Few adults, except 
professional teachers, know them. Capitals are frequently insig- 
nificant places from geographical point view. useless, 
also, teach children carefully the boundary Patagonia the 
Soudan. There mental training such work, nor are the 
facts themselves any significance. lame 
excuse for such teaching. both arithmetic and geography there 
are things far more important than these. Under ordinary condi- 
tions pupil has 1600 lessons arithmetic during his passage 
through our elementary schools. The French boy during his ele- 
mentary course has about one-third many. Yet, President 
Eliot says, French are quite skillful with numbers the 
Americans.” The subject arithmetic can shortened one-half, 
and, the same time, greatly enriched cutting out unnecessary 
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and confusing distinctions topics, reducing the number 
examples worked, avoiding all unnecessary puzzles, and 
more skillful teaching. 

This last statement suggests the final argument which 
advanced the chief cause bad methods teach- 
ing. Arrange the curriculum sound principles you may, 
faulty and injudicious methods teaching will undo all. 
century ago this country, teacher was person who 
vile six eight hours day seated uncomfortable benches 
ill-ventilated room, doing tasks whose dullness was second only 
their unnaturalness. occasional thrashing pupil the 
keeper, the keeper one the larger boys, was the only 
thing that lent interest the occasion. some places the 
remarkable personality some teacher prevailed spite bad 
pedagogic methods. For the most part, however, all was dullness. 
Nowadays have better buildings with better ventilation, and 
more comfortable seatings; but improvements school architec- 
ture have made longer strides than improvements teaching 
methods. Most still “hear lessons” and call teaching. 
This method indigenous American soil. matter how 
clearly and convincingly pointed out young teacher dur- 
ing her period training that there are certain steps pedagog- 
ical moments the conduct lesson; soon she secures 
position she begins hear than teach. There 
really but one method teaching,—the inductive method. 
The mind, left itself, invariably works that way the attain- 
ment new principle. The general rule that east wind 
the Atlantic coast usually brings rain has been arrived the 
repeated observations generations people. The common laws 
that water runs down hill, fire burns one, and men are mortal, have 
all been established unconscious induction facts. This sim- 
ple principle induction most frequently violated the teach- 
ing arithmetic. How frequently class told; “There 
the rule page 39; the next twenty-five examples.” Then 
child who has the misfortune being that class, takes his book 
home, for there for him, and begins his struggle 
over the examples; and each example that does not exactly fit the 
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rule new puzzle for the child; because does not understand 
the significance the rule. The rule was constructed 
adult mind from the adult point view; and the teacher has not 
led his class through the steps reasoning which were necessary 
establish that rule. Consequently, means nothing the 
sort recipe for doing twenty-five examples. The result that 
the example the important thing his mind and fails for- 
ever grasp the important mathematical principle which the 
example only orie among thousand illustrations. few min- 
utes careful instruction class saves the pupil hours dis- 
couraging and unavailing struggle. mechanical devices 
whatever will avail reduce over-pressure until our teaching 
something else besides giving out and hearing lessons. 

The title this paper “Home Study,” but you doubtless 
think that have wandered far from subject. That, you will 
remember, the outset. Home study has 
been the text, rather the occasion remarks, and not the 
burden the discourse. certain amount home study 
commendable thing encouraged. But where excess, 
indicates abnormal conditions the school; and with these 
conditions and with suggestions for their remedy that this paper 
has been concerned. 
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time hand for new crop annual reports expressing 
the views school boards and superintendents. 
feature the year appears the many changes the position su- 
perintendent. Many new positions have been offered, and many old 
ones have received new incumbent. The faith the people the 
future the public school unbounded and their pride possessing 
the best buildings, apparatus, books, methods and teachers, super- 
sensitive and intolerant any breath adverse criticism. how 
many reports the honorable board school committee will congratulate 
their fellow-citizens upon the high standing achieved their” 
schools, and particularly upon their recent good fortune securing 
superintendent superior qualifications and marked ability! 
contraire, how many reports the new superintendent will modestly 
regret the brevity his service, will deplore the bad condition which 
finds their” schools,—even descant with complacency upon the 
ill-advised labors his predecessor,— will set forth unmeasured 
terms the crying needs the schools, and will propose wonderful, 
though somewhat expensive, plan reorganization. The superintend- 
ent who pursues such policy may sort well with the local politicians, 
but, our mind, gives unmistakable evidence unworthiness, and 
presents flagrant reason for deferring the dim future the formal 
recognition teaching profession. Such superintendent 
more than liable rolling stone, 
better for all. 


” 


and the sooner passes the 


prospect good for large and, what better, profitable 
meeting the Department Superintendence the A., 

Cincinnati, February 24—27. are assured that the complete 
program about ready for distribution, and will doubtless the 
hands most readers Epucation before this number has been re- 
ceived. The subjects papers announced are generally real inter- 
est and importance. The speakers have been selected for their ability 
handle them. President Jordan and Secretary Shepard have the 
arrangements well hand. ‘The local committees have all arrange- 
ments made care for meetings and the guests. Hotel rates may 
had applying the Secretary, the Superintendent Schools 
Cincinnati. The city has abundance hotel accommodations and 
restaurant privileges, and could easily care for many times the number 
that will likely present February. 
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VALUABLE series articles has been running the Cosmo- 
politan, under the caption, Mankind the Making,” Mr. 
Herbert George Wells. December issue contains number four 
the series, Beginnings the Mind and Language.” 
fascinating and suggestive. Particularly does have value for teach- 
ers, and may safely read interesting contribution pedagog- 
ical literature. Every teacher English would find profit careful 
study its argument. English rich language and but poorly 
appreciated. According Mr. Wells, badly taught. The free 
and intelligent resourceful use English not accomplished any 
respectable minority either the English American born, however 
they may educated. School people generally, cannot well afford 
miss patient study the article. 


EOPLE who speak education generally have school mind. 
Even teachers are prone make this mistake. Not all school- 

ing educative, and there much education that direct way 
connected with the schools. Education very natural process 
maturing which the schools may and usually promote. process 
accompanies what called learning; but not always the learning set 
lessons. the two notions teachers have most need know educa- 
tion. The necessary steps this process condition determine the 
correct method teaching. know how the child learns, matures, 
builds character, acquires confidence, and masters difficulties without 
teacher should fix the procedure teaching the schools. During 
the years child’s life school probably learns more and more 
matured what does home, the street, market, among his 
companions and his games and books and employments, than can 
traced his lessons. With his teacher gathers certain information 
that not likely receive elsewhere, and acquires formal, 
sometimes systematic way. Outside gets the habit self-initiative 
self-dependence. the two results, other conditions were 
equal, the latter perhaps the more important, certainly all personal 
economies. too often the confidence 
and alertness that master new conditions life; give specific knowl- 
edge while failing breadth and interest, leave the child possessed 
information, too much which impotent and meaningless for either 
life living and behavior. not meant that care should 
given school-room practice, management, the program, the recitation, 
attendance, ete. Indeed, these are probably all deserving more and 


more intelligent attention than they receive. But the matter and 
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sequence school-room exercises should follow the lead the ends 
served furnished the nature the general educational process, 
not grow out the artificial conditions and organization the school. 
more important that child any age, above the lowest primaries, 
something that worth while, than that should his 
exercise specific prescribed way. all real education the non- 
school life comes through interested, purposed doing, also the 
school, results value come through the child’s own purposed and 
self-planned doing. ‘The school should learn from life outside the 
school. School education should education, not mere training. 


too much anywhere given preserving the records and 
material products our early civilization. done far 
less the West, even the nearer the Mississippi Valley. Local 
interest lacking occasional. the states admitted from the Old 
Northwest Territory, the early settlers were largely from the East. The 
primitive institutions were modifications only the older ones the 
seaboard. Kinship and commercial intercourse and political forms 
bound this section the East. Just how the new civilization grew out 
the older one, how the natural environment reacted upon the con- 
ventional, and how the frontier life went on, are interesting civil and 
social problems. February 19, 1803, Ohio was admitted the eight- 
eenth state. Then, at.some time immediately following, Ohio began 
her career the first Western state. February 19, 1903, some 
date arbitrarily agreed upon (probably May the citizens 
and schools and various organizations Ohio will celebrate the event. 
Besides the general celebration hundreds localities will, according 
their own respective local interests, make the year one historical 
retrospect and patriotic reflection. Tablets are projected commemo- 
rate importent events and the beginnings movements the life and 
achievements the people and the Commonwealth. ‘The Mound Build- 
ers and their remains, the Frontier Indian and his civilization, and sub- 
sequent immigration, the pioneer conditions home and neighborhood 
life, highways and transportation, the early wars and dangers, the 
primitive settlements and growth towns and cities, the beginnings 
education, service the Slavery agitation the ante-war 
period, internal material development, the Civil war record and subse- 
quent progress, together with her great men and their relation the 
Federal Government, will all come for attention and review their 
appropriate times and places. first century must ever remain 


memorable period her history. 
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DISTINGUISHED theological professor used often counsel 

his students not expect illustration upon all fours.” 

other words, illustration fits all cases illuminates every pos- 
sible point. The same reservation must made regard many 
general statements truth which have almost become fixed univer- 
sal principles the popular consciousness. For example: com- 
monly claimed that American principle that there 
should government without the consent the governed.” 
This phrase had manifest appropriateness under the circumstances 
wherein had its origin. Our forefathers were the peers those who 
sought impose oppressive government upon them. They were 
capable self-government and able demand and enforce ulti- 
mately their demand. The phrase was therefore happy one this 
case and exactly fitted the circumstances. But unintelligent and 
disastrous try make into universal principle and fit all 
cases. Government without the consent the governed one the 
commonest facts with which humanity familiar. the basis 
family life, school life and municipal life, and all these cases 
healthful and absolutely necessary. Without should overrun 
with prodigal sons, truant pupils and hoodlums. equally neces- 
sary, the course the evolution human destiny, the larger 
sphere international relations. civilization advances 
limits narrow down under the influence steam and electricity, certain 
areas, smaller, which human development has been retarded, 
are brought into the light and into close contact with stronger nations. 
intolerable leave them the devices their own barbarism 
pupil demoralize the school, gang scoundrels terrorize the 
community. Usually there are reasons why some government nation 
with selfish, sinister motives wishes gain predominant influence 
such new areas. Always there are plenty cynics who will claim that 
such are the only motives any nation which actually seeks estab- 
lish its authority over such weaker nations. The circumstances are 
usually favorable for inrush carpet-baggers and adventurers. 
There always sharp conflict the good and evil. The 
problem complex and difficult. But believe that the doctrine 
and important the world’s welfare was the principle gov- 
ernment without the consent the governed the case our fore- 
fathers. The two points sure are first, the actual unfitness 
the governed for present self-government; and purity motive the 
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would-be governors assuming authority,— together with honest in- 
tention train the weaker people for self-government and give 
them when they have been trained. ‘These points are fully illustrated 
historically the case our Southern colored people; and many 
phases the problem are being brought out wise and unwise meas- 
ures relating Hawaii and Cuba. ‘The Philippines present other and 
still more phases. But everywhere believe the right and 
the duty our government the work that being attempted and 
are persuaded the purity its motives. this great work 
which the law” (authority) first schoolmaster” bring 
the nations Christ,” the actual schoolmaster quickly follows and 
his work peace the beneficent and enduring influence which 
hasten the world’s millenium. 


FOREIGN NOTES. 
RECENT MOVEMENTS EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. 


Among educational events the past year the most important the 
passage the English Education law. The purpose and spirit this 
measure have been freely discussed this side the water and our 


sympathies have gone naturally with those who opposed its policies. 


They violate certain cherished principles and reverse this respect the 
sounder policies the law 1870. Under the able leadership Mr. 
Bryce the opposition party the House maintained the unequal strug- 
gle with great vigor and succeeded carrying certain modifications 
which lessen they not overcome the mischievous tendencies the 
law. terms parochial schools are even more highly favored than 
secular schools, and thus the pledges made the conservative 
party their clerical allies have been redeemed. 

The fact that two former bills similar purport failed gives color 
the contention that the majority which made possible the passage the 
present measure due entirely the loyal spirit the English con- 
stituencies who rallied the support the government the war 
crisis. 

Although the law essentially clerical victory cannot denied 
that has been supported many persons grounds quite apart 
from sectarian religious proclivities. Men eager see some advance 
toward unified, national system worked for the passage the law 
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under the conviction that was the best possible the present time, 
and that the elements progress which contained outweighed the 
retrogressive elements. 

will interesting consider the progressive features without 
farther reference the general policy the measure than necessary 
for their comprehension. 

The school boards called into existence the Forster law 1870 
are abolished (London alone for the present excepted). With these 
bodies which have effected wonderful changes the great cities goes 
the policy the direct election the managers public elementary 
schools. The local education authority made the county councils 
the borough councils, which are elected for the management civil 
affairs general. Their control public elementary schools will 

the case counties the school, provided the local education 
authority, will charge six managers, four appointed the 
county council and two the minor local authority (urban dis- 
trict). 

the case boroughs, the managers school provided the 
borough are all appointed the council which determines also the 
number managers. 

The public elementary schools not provided the local education 
authority (virtually parochial schools) are under the care man- 
agers whom four will foundation managers appointed under the 
provisions the trust deed, and two appointed the local authority. 
case the number managers should exceed six, the 
tion must preserved. 

Both classes public elementary schools are supported wholly 
public funds, that direct grants from the treasury, and local 
taxes. Hitherto will remembered, parochial schools have had 
share the latter. far the new law reverses the policies established 

the law 1870. The progressive provisions the measure are 
(1) the extension the authority the county and borough councils 
measure secondary and college education; (2) the entering 
direct civil control over religious schools; (3) the removal 
the financial disabilities the parochial schools which are attended 
about three-fifths the children England elementary grades. 

view the great importance the first and the last these 
three provisions means securing unity and efliciency the edu- 
cational work the country, appears unaccountable the American 
observer that they should have been weighted with policy that hate- 
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ful all non-conformists and which would almost certainly have 
wrecked the measure but for the slight concession minority civil 
appointees the board managers for parochial schools. This con- 
cession, however, almost equally obnoxious the church party. 
One needs gift prophecy foresee that Liberal government 
would naturally reverse the proportions now fixed for the board man- 
agers and thus stroke the pen end the whole controversy 
between state and church schools. 

There are grounds for hoping that tae local administration the law 
will wiser than its provisions and will far counteract the insidi- 
ous evils that lurk its elaborate phraseology. Unless this should 
the case, will prove the most disastrous blunder made the present 
government. 

The law bears date Dec. 18, 1902, which day received the 
King’s signature; take effect not earlier than March 26, 1903, 
nor any place than Sept. 26, 1904. 

One the most interesting questions discussed during the debate 
upon the law was that the advantages having schools under the 
control boards elected for that particular purpose, that under 
hoc bodies, they were termed. This policy have seen was not 
the same time was recognized that municipal and 
county councils would have, rule, neither the time nor the ability 
control educational matters. Provision was therefore made for the 
appointment education committees attend this duty. ma- 
jority the members these committees must members the 
councils, but the minority may appointed upon the nomination 
other bodies. The importance securing the services women was 
emphasized clause providing for their inclusion every such com- 
mittee. Stronger testimony the efficient and brilliant service ren- 
dered the women members the former school boards could hardly 
imagined. 

The legislative measure has for the time eclipsed every other question 
pertaining elementary education England. ‘There is, however, 
noticeable increase interest child-study and the introduction 
and rational treatment nature-studies during the early school life. 

The rejection the congregation Oxford University the pro- 
position that candidates for matriculation not required 
offer both Greek and Latin” the most important recent measure, 
apart from the new law, affecting secondary education. The small ma- 
jority against the measure, out total 355 votes makes 


highly probable that the effort will soon repeated. 


~ 


Recent conferences Cambridge and Tonbridge show that the 
movement for the professional training secondary teachers mak- 
ing progress. Birmingham University has begun its service 
elevating commerce the rank university subject, and the exam- 
ple has inspired similar effort the part Victoria University. 
The latter institution has suffered severe loss the untimely death 
Prof. Withers, the first incumbent the chair education, the 
only one thus far established England. The last important achieve- 
ment this distinguished educator was the elevation his subject 
the studies recognized the University the examination for de- 
gree. chairman the recently created Registration Council,” 
was make his influence felt throughout the teaching pro- 
fession, and his death falls moment when his counsels seemed 
the greatest national consequence. 

The most important recent movements other European countries 
relate the reorganization the programmes secondary education, 
that November, 1900, the Prussian Government took im- 
portant step declaring that principle, the Gymnasium, the Real- 
gymnasium, and the Oberrealschule are considered giving 
education equal value for the general cultivation the mind.” The 
new programmes issued the year made Greek optional 
subject with English the alternative study. Some resistance the 
change has been manifested, but the Emperor’s decree obliges all 
gymnasia adopt the new scheme, its future success depends entirely 
upon the choice the pupil determined parental pressure that 
his prospective career. 

The changes the secondary programmes France (law 1902) 
are more radical complete course without either Greek Latin 
constituted. The impulse which these changes are due has spread 
into Italy, where, however, secondary education has long been organ- 
ized two sections, classical and technical section. Nevertheless 
the former carries prestige which has far kept the latter abey- 
ance. Russia also, there slight movement the lines the 
French reform and due mainly French influence which enormous 
spite the difference the political organization the two coun- 


tries. 

Throughout Europe the conservative spirit the University and aris- 
circles which holds tenaciously the time-honored studies, 
outrun laws and decrees wrung from governments the pressure 
this pressure rather than any philo- 


industrial competition. 
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sophic psychologic convictions that developing new order sec- 
ondary education designed allure young men ability away from 
the overcrowded professions and into industrial careers which are 
becoming every day more and more important. This movement 
secondary education completed the increase provision for higher 
technical studies. This being accomplished England the 
plication University colleges, with laboratory equipments and elab- 
orate courses instruction the technical applications science. 
Germany the Higher Technical institutions have been raised 
University standing, and France the reconstituted Universities vie 
with each other establishing departments for technical and scientific 
instruction suited the industrial demands their respective locali- 
ties. T.. 


Scribner’s Magazine opened its 33rd year with the January number. Judging this and 
the February number, age improves its appearance and virility.—Professor George 
Columbia University, draws some illuminating pictures Emerson, Haw- 
thorne, Whitter, Longfellow, and other famous men, article Literary Age 
Boston,” Harper’s Magazine for February.—The Designer for February provides for its 
many readers store good things which are cleverly combined practicability and at- 


tractiveness.—Ossian Lang writes the current number The Forum 


President Eliot and the Public Schools.—Julian Hawthorne, the celebrated novelist, and 
Charles Ferguson, author the Religion Democracy, etc., have become associate editors 
Wilshire’s Magazine.—An article the amusements children The Delineator for 
February wealth practical suggestions.—The Wyoming School and 
The the latter published founded Mr. Thomas Bick- 
nell, the founder EDUCATION, are new aspirants for fame the realm educational 
journalism. bid them welcome.—Dr. Thomas Stedman gives some excellent hints 
the Doctor’s Part Physical Culture, inthe February number Magazine.— 
made practice put all worries down the bottom heart, then set 
the lid an’ Lovey Mary,” The Century, January, 1903.—President Arthur 
Hadley writes Academic Freedom Theory and Practice,” The Atlantic Monthly for 
February, calling the issue irrepressible conflict. 
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accommodate readers who may wish it, the publishers EDUCATION will send, post 
paid, receipt the price, any book reviewed these columns. 


Scotts’ Lady the Lake. Edited Edwin Ginn. This reprint the 
book first published 1884. undoubted value grammar schools, for 
careful reading, memorizing and language work. Boston: Ginn Company. 
Price, cents. 


The right Reading for Children, the School, the Home and the Library. 

compiled Charles Welsh—is helpful weaving together, essay form, the 
views many scholars and educators. Itis pamphlet issued Heath 
Company, Boston. 


Hours with German Classics. Frederic Henry Hedge. This simply 
new edition Prof. Hedge’s work first published 1886. Every lover German 
literature will rejoice possess copy these delightful and instructive lectures. 
Boston: Little, Brown Company. Price, $2.00. 


Select Poems Samuel Taylor Coleridge. Arranged chronological order 
with introduction and notes Andrew George, handy little 
volume, though the notes are unfortunately too small type for ordinary eyes 
read long time. The book careful, scholarly presentation that will help 
higher appreciation the real worth Coleridge. Boston: Heath 
Company. Price, cents. 


Geschichte des Kriegs von Friedrich Schiller—Drittes Buch. 
Edited with introduction and notes Prettyman. This conveniently 
sized and arranged text-book Heath’s Modern Language Series. The introduc- 
tion contains brief sketches Schiller and his historical works and the thirty 
Years’ War. The book not too large for the pocket. Boston: Heath 
Company. 


compact, systematic, elementary grammar and reader, presenting the essentials 
Castilian Spanish, approved actual use the Naval Academy Annapolis. 
adapted the needs English-speaking students desiring speak and 
read Spanish short Boston: Heath Company. 


Graded Lessons Letter Writing and Business Forms. series three books 
copy book form, for the use fourth year and older pupils, and presenting the 
style script. There are full and explicit instructions. The series 
affords excellent drill business technicalities, language exercises and pen- 
Boston: Ginn Company. 


Shelley’s Adonais and Alastor. Charles Roberts, The Intro- 
duction consists brief, discriminating biography and description the origin 
and purpose the Adonais and Alastor. The book choice addition the 
selections from the literature the first part the nineteenth century that are 
adapted the use preparatory schools. New Silver, Burdett Company. 
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Accounting and Business Practice. For use all schools where bookkeeping 
taught. John Moore and George Miner. The aim the book 
present the essentials bookkeeping form readily comprehended pupils 
high school age. may used for study theory, with without practice, 
and easily adapted the requirements any course study. clear, 
definite, thorough and progressive. Boston: Ginn Company. Mailing 
price, $1.55. 


The Beginner’s Algebra. Claribel Gerrish and Webster Wells, 
tended for use the highest grade grammar schools. closely similar 
style and treatment the other works Prof. Wells, but departs from the usual 
order placing multiplication before subtraction, and presenting problem 
exercises that require some data supplied the pupil. The pupil not told 
what presumed able think out, which course renders the authors 
liable here and there the charge expecting too much the pupil, but, 
the main, excellent judgment shown. Boston: Heath Company. 
Price, cents. 


First Book Forestry. Filibert Roth, chief the Division Forestry, 
United States Department the Interior. Worth its weight gold 
authoritative pioneer work. Designed for supplementary reading public schools, 
the book replete with interesting and practical information that should 
great service not only owners woodland, but every one who loves tree 
who has occasion know about the qualities and uses wood. opens new 
field instruction, not far away, but our own doors, and will accomplish great 
good does more than banish vast amount popular ignorance. 


ought lead the planting and care trees matter public economy and 
benefaction. Boston: Ginn Company. Mailing price, cents. 


The Woman’s Manual Law. Mary Greene, LL. The principles 
and points law discussed this book are equally important men, but women 
specially need know them, and particularly married women, these days when 
there are many women wage-earners and women capitalists. The domestic 
relations, agents, partnerships, corporations, banking, securities, sales, mortgages, 
deeds, landlord and tenant, wills, and administration are the chief topics 
considered. special and new feature comparison existing state laws 
the custody and guardianship children. The book written clear, concise 
style, well arranged for reference, and well suited the needs every-day 
people for every-day law. New York: Silver, Burdett Company. Price, $1.50. 


The Future War. Jean DeBloch. The author this book has made 
careful study the methods and cost war the past, with view getting 
rid war the future, and substituting for some less barbarous way settling 
international differences. presents large fund information every phase 
the subject. The book divided into two parts, Military and Naval Devel- 
opments, with chapters land and sea fighting, plans campaign, the cost 
war the past and the future, and II, Economic Difficulties Time War, with 
chapters Russia, Britain, Germany, France, the Effect War, Probable Losses 
Future Wars, and Militarism and its Nemesis. There are over hundred 
diagrams and plans and many comparative statistics. translated from the 
Russian Long. Boston, Ginn Co, 
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